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There  are  seven  modules  in  this  course.  It  is  recommended 
that  you  work  through  the  modules  in  order  because  the 
concepts  and  skills  introduced  in  one  module  will  be  reinforced, 
extended,  and  applied  in  later  modules. 
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Module  Overview 


Disasters 


when  you  think  of  Canadian  disasters,  what  event  first  comes  to  your 
mind?  Is  it  Hurricane  Juan  that  hit  Nova  Scotia  in  2003?  The  tornado  at 
Pine  Lake,  Alberta,  in  July  2000?  The  1998  Ice  Storm?  The  Edmonton 
tornado  of  1987?  The  Air  India  crash  in  1985?  The  1982  Ocean  Ranger 
disaster?  The  1958  Springhill  Mine  disaster?  The  Halifax  Explosion  of 
1917?  The  1 903  Frank  Slide  at  Turtle  Mountain  in  Alberta? 

In  this  module  you  will  explore  disasters.  A disaster  is  any  large-scale, 
traumatic  incident  involving  great  loss  and  misfortune.  Disasters  can 
be  divided  into  two  categories — natural  disasters  and  human-made 
disasters.  Floods,  hurricanes,  tornadoes,  earthquakes,  and  drought  are 
natural  disasters.  Plane  or  train  crashes,  shipwrecks,  and  chemical  or 
oil  spills  are  human-made  disasters. 

In  Section  1 you  will  explore  films,  songs,  and  poems  about 
disasters.  In  Section  2 you  will  investigate  media  reports  of 
disasters. 


English  Language  Arts  7;  Module  5 


Module  5:  Disasters 


'H-f' 


i - 

i: 


Section  1 

Films,  Songs,  and  Poems  About 
Disasters 
Section  2 

Media  Reports  of  Disasters 


Assessment 

Your  mark  will  be  determined  by  your  work  in  the  Assignment  Booklets. 
In  this  module,  you  are  expected  to  complete  two  section  assignments 
and  a final  module  assignment.  The  mark  distribution  is  as  follows: 


Assignment  Booklet  5A 

Section  1 Assignment 

Assignment  Booklet  5B 

Section  2 Assignment 
Final  Module  Assignment 

Total 


40  marks 


37  marks 
23  marks 

100  marks 


Be  sure  to  check  with  your  teacher  to  see  whether  this  mark  allocation 
is  valid  for  you.  Some  teachers  like  to  include  other  reviews  and 
assignments. 


Module  Overview 


Section  1 


Films,  Songs,  and  Poems  About 
Disasters 


People  are  fascinated  and  horrified  at  the 
devastation  of  disasters.  Many  disasters  have 
become  an  important  part  of  popular  culture. 

Perhaps  the  disaster  that  has  been  most  clearly 
etched  in  people’s  imagination  is  the  sinking  of  the 
Titanic.  It  struck  an  iceberg  on  its  maiden  voyage  in 
1912  with  a loss  of  about  1500  lives.  The  memory 
of  the  Titanic  has  been  kept  alive  through  films, 
songs,  and  poems.  Several  films  tell  the  story;  the 
most  notable  is  James  Cameron’s  Oscar-winning 
film.  Titanic  (1997),  starring  Leonardo  DiCaprio 
and  Kate  Winslet.  Many  songs  commemorate  the 
Titanic]  the  earliest  recording  seems  to  be  “It  Was 
Sad  When  That  Great  Ship  Went  Down.”  It  was 
recorded  by  William  and  Versey  Smith  in  1927 
and  has  become  a popular  campfire  song.  Several 
poems  deal  with  the  Titanic;  the  most  famous 
was  written  by  the  great  Canadian  poet  Edwin 
John  Pratt  in  1935.  It  is  a long  but  engaging  and 
dramatic  poem. 

This  section  will  examine  other  examples  of 
disasters  that  have  been  commemorated  in  films, 
songs,  and  poems. 
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Lesson  1:  Films 


J 


1 


I 

I genre:  a category  of 

^ artistic  work  marked 

by  a distinctive  style, 
form,  or  content 


special  effects:  film 
techniques  used 
to  produce  scenes 
that  cannot  be 
achieved  by  normal 
techniques 


If  you  are  like  many  people,  you  have  not  experienced  either  a natural  or  a 
human-made  disaster  first-hand.  However,  you  have  probably  viewed  many 
disaster  movies.  People  are  so  fascinated  by  disasters  that  movie  producers  have 
spent  billions  of  dollars  making  this  genre  of  film. 

In  the  1970s  disaster  movies  were  very  popular  with  audiences,  and  films  such 
as  Airport  (1970),  The  Poseidon  Adventure  (1972),  Towering  Inferno  (1974), 
Earthquake  (1974),  and  Avalanche  (1978)  became  blockbusters.  The  genre 
began  to  burn  out  by  the  end  of  the  1970s,  when  disaster  movies  were 
produced  more  quickly  with  less  production  effort  and  less-impressive  casts. 
The  disaster-movie  genre  revived  in  the  mid-1990s — perhaps  because  new 
techniques  for  special  effects  made  more  spectacular  disasters  possible. 

1.  With  a partner  or  small  group  brainstorm  a list  of  disaster  movies  you  have 
seen.  Then  discuss  some  of  the  characteristics  of  disaster  films. 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  14. 
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"Canned  Catastrophes" 


Ms.  Smith:  You  are  about  to  read  an  article  entitled  “Canned  Catastrophes.” 
What  does  the  word  canned  mean? 

Sharleen:  I think  the  word  canned  means  recorded.  For  example,  canned  music  is 
an  expression  for  recorded  music — music  that  is  not  live. 

Ms.  Smith:  Rightl  The  word  canned  probably  comes  from  the  fact  the  film 
comes  in  metal  canisters  or  cans.  When  directors  say,  “The  movie  is  in  the 
can,”  they  mean  the  movie  is  finished. 

Turn  to  pages  191  through  198  of  Crossroads  7 and  preview  the  article 
“Canned  Catastrophes.”  Notice  it  is  divided  into  two  sections  called  “Natural 
Disasters”  and  “Not  So  Natural  Disasters.”  Each  section  has  subheadings. 

Read  “Canned  Catastrophes,”  paying  particular  attention  to  the  glossary  on 
page  198.  Add  any  new  words  you  encounter  to  your  vocabulary  log. 


Journal  Entry  5 A 

Look  at  the  photographs  and  captions  included  with  the  article  “Canned 
Catastrophes.”  What  kind  of  information  is  provided  with  each  one?  In 
your  journal  explain  how  each  of  these  visuals  helps  you  to  understand 
the  article  better. 
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2.  Respond  to  question  l.a.  on  page  198  of  Crossroads  7. 


Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  15. 


camera  trickery: 
a way  of  creating 
special  effects  by 
using  a variety  of 
lenses  to  distort 
the  picture 


An  early  pioneer  in  special  effects  and  film  editing 
was  Frenchman  Georges  Melies  (1861-1938).  Melies 
experimented  with  camera  trickery  and  invented 

stop-motion  photography. 


stop-motion 
photography:  a 
technique  in  which 
real  objects  or  live 
action  are  filmed 
by  starting  and 
stopping  the  camera 


No  complicated  equipment  or 
computer  effects  are  required  for 
stop-motion  photography.  What  is 
required  is  a camera  that  can  remain 
in  a constant  position  to  photograph 
a series  of  short,  motionless  actions. 
Between  shots  the  subject  is  moved 
slightly.  Each  shot  lasts  less  than  an 
eighth  of  a second,  and  the  final  effect 
can  be  compared  to  a picture  flipbook. 


matte  painting:  a 
background  painting 
that  takes  the  place 
of  real  scenery, 
objects,  or  people  in 
motion  pictures 

computer-generated 
image  (CGI):  an 
image  that  is  created 
on  a computer  and 
takes  the  place  of 
real  scenery,  objects, 
or  people  in  motion 
pictures 


Following  in  the  tradition  of  Melies,  filmmakers  today  continue  to  create 
illusions  that  impress  motion-picture  audiences.  Two  special  effects  discussed  in 
the  article  “Canned  Catastrophes”  are  matte  paintings  and  computer-generated 
images  (CGI). 


Matte  paintings  have  been  used  for  a 
long  time  in  the  film  industry.  The  long 
shot  of  the  Emerald  City  in  The  Wizard 
ofOz  (1939)  is  a matte  painting.  It  was 
made  with  pastel  crayon  on  black  board, 
which  had  tiny  holes  in  the  columns  that 
allowed  light  to  pass  through  and  created 
the  twinkling  effect  seen  in  the  film. 

Matte  paintings  are  still  used  in  movies, 
but  today  most  matte  paintings  are 
created  on  computers. 
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Today  nearly  all  films  that  include  visual-effects  shots  have  at  least  some 
computer-generated  effects.  CGI  allows  the  creation  of  images  that  would 
not  be  feasible  using  any  other  method.  Moreover,  it  is  usually  cheaper  than 
physical  methods  such  as  constructing  elaborate  miniatures  for  special-effects 
shots  or  hiring  a great  number  of  extras  for  crowd  scenes. 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 

Abyss  (1989)  was  the  first  disaster  movie  that  made  heavy  use 
of  computer-generated  images.  Abyss  was  directed  by  James 
Cameron,  who  was  born  in  Kapuskasing,  Ontario. 

Cameron  is  known  for  creating  films  with  marvelous  special 
effects.  Some  of  his  other  films  include  The  Terminator  (1984), 
Aliens  (1986),  Terminator  2:  Judgment  Day  (1991),  and  Titanic 
(1997).  Terminator  2:  Judgment  Day  and  Titanic  each  won  an 
Academy  Award  for  Best  Visual  Effects. 

V y 


For  more  information  on  matte  paintings  and  CGI,  go  to  the  following  web 
pages: 

• How  Blue  Screens  Work 

http://stuffo.howstuffworks.com/blue-screenl.htm 

http://stuffo.howstuffworks.com/blue-screen2.htm 

• How  Centropolis  FX  Creates  Visual  Effects 

http://stuffo.howstuffworks.com/cfx2.htm 
3.  Respond  to  question  l.b.  on  page  198  of  Crossroads  7. 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  15. 


"Canned  Catastrophes"  deals  primarily  with  visual 
effects.  Disaster  films  also  use  sound  effects. 
Extensive  libraries  of  commercial  sound  effects 
are  available  to  film  producers,  but  on  large 
projects  sound  effects  may  be  custom-recorded. 
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With  a partner  try  making  various  sound  effects.  Following  are  some 
suggestions: 

• Create  a sound  like  waves  by  moving  your  hand  in  a small  pan  of  water. 

• Create  a sound  like  thunder  by  shaking  a thin  cookie  sheet  or  piece  of  tin. 

• Create  a sound  like  fire  by  crinkling  cellophane  in  your  hand. 


Portfolio  Item  5 A 

Watch  a disaster  movie.  Pay  attention  to  the  special  visual  and  sound 
effects.  Write  about  a scene  from  the  movie  that  impressed  you.  Explain 
how  the  special  effects  in  the  scene  might  have  been  created. 


descriptive 
adjective:  a word 
that  describes  a 
noun  or  pronoun 


The  author  of  "Canned  Catastrophes" 
uses  many  descriptive  adjectives  in 


the  article. 


For  more  information  on  descriptive  adjectives  read  the  bottom  of  page  44  in 
the  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 

4.  Turn  to  page  192  of  Crossroads  7 and  list  five  descriptive  adjectives  used  in 
the  first  paragraph. 


5.  When  writers  want  to  create  vivid  word  pictures,  they  try  to  appeal  to  the 
reader’s  senses  by  describing  how  something  looks,  feels,  sounds,  tastes,  or 
smells.  Descriptive  adjectives  are  used  in  the  following  examples.  To  which 
sense  does  each  appeal? 


a.  sparkling  diamonds 

b.  shrieking  sirens 

c.  salty,  buttered  popcorn 

d.  rotten  eggs 

e.  slimy  slugs 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  16. 

Look  back  over  your  own  writing. 


• Are  there  places  in  which  you  used  effective  adjectives? 

• Are  there  places  where  you  could  have  found  a more  expressive  adjective? 
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Go  to  page  1 of  Assignment  Booklet  5A  and  respond  to 

question  1 of  Section  1. 

— 

— i 
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In  this  lesson  you  saw  how  disasters  are 
depicted  in  the  movies.  You  discussed  some  of 
the  characteristics  of  disaster  films,  and  you 
thought  about  special  effects.  You  also 
investigated  descriptive  adjectives.  In  the  next 
lesson  you  will  look  into  songs  about  disasters. 


Glossary 

camera  trickery:  a way  of  creating  special 
effects  by  using  a variety  of  lenses  to 
distort  the  picture 

computer-generated  image  (CGI):  an  image 
that  is  created  on  a computer  and  takes 
the  place  of  real  scenery,  objects,  or 
people  in  motion  pictures 

descriptive  adjective:  a word  that  describes  a 
noun  or  pronoun 

genre:  a category  of  artistic  work  marked  by 
a distinctive  style,  form,  or  content 


matte  painting:  a background  painting  that 
takes  the  place  of  real  scenery,  objects,  or 
people  in  motion  pictures 

special  effects:  film  techniques  used  to 
produce  scenes  that  cannot  be  achieved 
by  normal  techniques 

stop-motion  photography:  a technique  in 
which  real  objects  or  live  action  are 
filmed  by  starting  and  stopping  the 
camera 


Suggested  Responses 

1 . Responses  will  vary.  Here  are  some  examples  of  disaster  movies  you  may  have  seen: 

• Independence  Day  (1996) 

• Twister  ( 1 996) 

• Volcano  (1997) 

• Dante's  Peak  (1997) 

• Titanic  (1997) 

• Armageddon  (1998) 

• Deep  Impact  (1998) 

• The  Perfect  Storm  (2()()()) 

• The  Core  (2003) 

• The  Day  After  Tomorrow  (2004) 
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Following  are  some  of  the  characteristics  of  disaster  films: 

• Disaster  films  often  deal  with  events  and  situations  that  cause  anxiety  for  many  people, 
such  as  a plane  crash,  a shipwreck,  or  an  erupting  volcano. 

• Disaster  films  typically  feature  large  casts  and  focus  on  the  attempts  of  characters  to 
avert,  escape,  or  cope  with  the  aftermath  of  a natural  or  human-made  disaster. 

• Disaster  films  rely  heavily  on  special  visual  and  sound  effects  to  recreate  on  screen  the 
violent  consequences  of  a disaster. 

• The  stories  normally  take  place  over  a matter  of  hours  rather  than  days. 

• Disaster  films  concentrate  on  the  efforts  of  a few  characters.  These  characters  have 
to  figure  out  how  they  are  going  to  get  out  of  the  situation  they  find  themselves 
in.  Survival  seems  impossible  and  we  know  that  these  characters  need  to  be  almost 
superhuman  to  achieve  this. 

• Disaster  films  have  a lot  of  action.  One  major  character,  several  minor  characters,  and 
scores  of  extras  typically  die  before  the  story  is  resolved. 

• Disaster  movies  often  include  a love  story  developing  alongside  the  disaster  plot. 

2.  Movie  producers  use  several  techniques  to  create  special  effects: 

• Movie  makers  use  camera  trickery  to  create  special  effects.  For  example,  special  camera 
lenses  and  perspective  can  make  a person  look  very  small  and  an  object  very  big. 

• Computer-generated  images  and  matte  paintings  take  the  place  of  real  scenery,  people, 
or  objects. 

• Miniature  models  take  the  place  of  real  objects  such  as  cruise  ships. 

• Wind  machines  and  rain  heads  create  the  effect  of  wind  and  rainstorms. 

• Realistic  sound  effects  are  created  by  sound  studios. 

• Stunt  doubles  are  used  instead  of  the  leading  actors  to  perform  dangerous  stunts.  The 
stunt  doubles  have  special  training  and  often  wear  protective  clothing  and  padding. 
Props  such  as  windows  made  of  sugar  glass  instead  of  real  glass  make  the  stunts  safer. 

3.  Computers  allow  filmmakers  to  create  images  that  would  not  be  feasible  using  any  other 
method.  Moreover,  creating  computer-generated  images  is  usually  cheaper  than  constructing 
elaborate  miniatures  for  special-effects  shots  or  hiring  a great  number  of  extras  for  crowd 
scenes. 


Section  1:  Films,  Songs,  and  Poems  About  Disasters 


4.  Responses  will  vary.  Following  are  several  examples: 

• battered  car 

• torrential  flood 

• spectacular  tornado 

• breathtaking  set 

• violent  storms 

5.  a.  sight 

b.  hearing 

c.  taste 

d.  smell 

e.  touch 
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Many  people  have  written  or  recorded  songs  to  commemorate  disasters. 

For  example,  Stompin’  Tom  Connors’  “The  Bridge  Came  Tumblin’  Down” 
recalls  the  collapse  of  Second  Narrows  Bridge  in  Vancouver  in  1958.  Gordon 
Lightfoot’s  recording  “Wreck  of  the  Edmund  Fitzgerald’'  is  a tribute  to  the 
SS  Edmund  Fitzgerald  that  sank  in  Lake  Superior  on  November  10,  1975. 

Ted  Rowe’s  “Your  Last  Goodbye”  and  Cal  Cavendish’s  “The  Loss  of  the 
Ocean  Ranger”  tell  of  the  sinking  of  the  oil  rig  Ocean  Ranger  off  the  coast 
of  Newfoundland  in  1982. 


ballad:  a short, 
narrative  folk  song 

refrain:  a line  or 
verse  repeated 
regularly  in  a song 
or  poem 


Many  disaster  songs  are  ballads.  A ballad  is  typically  written  in  four-line  stanzas 
with  a refrain  at  the  end  of  each  stanza.  Sometimes  the  refrain  changes  slightly 
as  the  content  of  the  ballad  develops. 

"Ballad  of  Springhill" 


In  this  lesson  you  will  examine  “Ballad  of  Springhill”  by  Ewan  MacColl  and 
Peggy  Seeger.  This  singer-songwriter  pair  met  in  1956.  They  toured  as  singers  of 
traditional  and  contemporary  songs  from  1957  to  1989  when  Ewan  died.  They 
composed  “Ballad  of  Springhill”  in  1958. 
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“Ballad  of  Springhill”  tells  the  story  of  a mining  disaster  in  October  1958  when 
the  Cumberland  Mine,  the  deepest  coal  mine  in  North  America,  collapsed  in  a 
bump  [an  earthquake-like  shock)  with  a full  shift  of  miners  inside.  The  bump 
trapped  174  men  underground;  only  100  made  it  out  alive. 

The  disaster  received  much  media  attention  as  fellow  miners  and  rescue 
workers  dug  desperately  to  get  survivors  out,  while  family  members  and  friends 
waited  for  word  of  survivors.  After  a week  of  digging,  and  with  hope  all  but 
exhausted,  rescuers  found  one  group  of  a dozen  miners;  a day  later  seven  more 
men  were  discovered.  These  were  the  last  men  who  came  out  of  the  mine  alive. 


Turn  to  pages  204  and  205  of  Crossroads  7 and  read  the  lyrics  to  “Ballad  of 
Springhill.”  Then  listen  to  “Ballad  of  Springhill”^  sung  by  The  Men  of  the  Deeps 
on  Track  5 of  the  English  Language  Arts  7 Audio  CD. 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 

Other  artists  besides  The  Men  of  the  Deeps 
have  recorded  “Ballad  of  Springhill.”  The 
folk  trio  Peter,  Paul,  and  Mary  recorded  it 
on  their  1965  album  Song  Will  Rise.  The 
Irish  pop  stars  U2  performed  it  in  their 
1987  Joshua  Tree  Tour. 

V y 


For  information  about  The  Men  of  the  Deeps,  a Cape  Breton  choir,  visit  their 
website: 

http://www.menofthedeeps.com 

1.  Does  “Ballad  of  Springhill”  fit  the  definition  of  a ballad  given  earlier  in  the 
lesson?  Why  or  why  not? 

2.  “Ballad  of  Springhill”  focuses  on  the  experiences  of  the  group  of  twelve 
men. 


a.  Who  was  the  leader  of  this  group  of  men? 

b.  How  did  he  help  keep  up  the  miner’s  spirits? 

c.  Describe  the  experiences  of  the  group. 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  22. 


"BallaJ  of  SprinRhill"  hy  The  Men  of  the  Deeps.  Licensed  by  The  Men  of  the  Deeps. 
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Maurice  Ruddick,  one  of  the  survivors  of  the  1958  mine  disaster,  later  wrote 
a song  about  his  experience;  it  is  called  “The  Springhill  Mine  Disaster  Song.” 
Ruddick’s  daughter  Val  MacDonald  recorded  this  song  on  her  CD  Yours  Truly 
(2000).  You  will  also  find  “The  Springhill  Mine  Disaster  Song”  on  Bill  Clifton’s 
album  The  Early  Years  (1957-1958). 

Maurice  Ruddick  was  in  the  last  group  of  seven  miners  rescued  in  the  mine 
disaster.  Like  Caleb  Rushton,  he  used  song  to  help  his  fellow  miners  remain 
hopeful  and  positive. 

To  discover  more  about  the  Springhill  mine  disaster,  view  Segment  1 7, 
“Springhill  Miner,”^  on  the  English  Language  Arts  7 Multimedia  CD. 

3.  Asa  result  of  the  publicity  about  the  Springhill  mine  disaster.  Governor 
Marvin  Griffin  of  Georgia  invited  the  survivors  to  recuperate  on  Jekyll 
Island,  a resort  area  of  his  state. 

a.  What  problem  arose  because  of  Ruddick’s  race? 

b.  What  was  the  reaction  of  the  other  miners? 

c.  How  did  Ruddick  respond? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  23. 


Tawnee:  Why  would  the  American  governor  invite  the  miners  on  a holiday  and 
then  insult  Ruddick  like  that? 

Mr.  Chalifoux:  Marvin  Griffin  served  as  governor  of  Georgia  from  1955  to 
1959.  He  may  have  thought  that  inviting  the  Canadian  miners  to  his  state 
was  a good  public-relations  move.  However,  Griffin  probably  wasn’t 
aware  of  Ruddick’s  race  when  he  made  the  invitation.  At  that  time  hotels, 
restaurants,  theatres,  trains,  and  buses  in  Georgia  were  segregated — 
separated  by  race. 

Tawnee:  That’s  awful.  It’s  good  that  the  South  isn’t  segregated  today. 


Maurice  Ruddick,  Historica  Minutes,  www.histori.ca.  Reproduced  by  permission  of  The  Historica  Foundation. 
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Kofi:  Didn’t  the  U.S.  civil-rights  movement  start  in  the  1960s? 

Mr.  Chalifoux:  It  actually  began  in  the  1950s.  In  1954  the  United  States 

Supreme  Court  ruled  that  segregation  in  public  schools  was  unconstitutional. 
However,  the  Civil  Rights  Act  was  not  enacted  until  1964.  This  act 
prohibited  discrimination  based  on  race,  colour,  religion,  or  national  origin. 
The  law  also  gave  the  U.S.  government  the  power  to  enforce  desegregation. 

Brenna:  I’m  glad  Canada  didn’t  have  racial  segregation. 

Mr.  Chalifoux:  Actually,  it  did  exist  in  Canada  before  the  1 960s,  particularly  in 
Nova  Scotia  and  Ontario.  You  may  have  heard  of  Rosa  Parks,  the  American 
woman  arrested  in  Alabama  for  refusing  to  give  up  her  seat  on  a bus  for  a 
white  person.  A similar  incident  occurred  in  Canada  in  1946. 

Viola  Desmond  was  arrested  in  New  Glasgow,  Nova  Scotia,  for  refusing 
to  move  from  a seat  downstairs  in  a movie  theatre,  an  area  designated 
exclusively  for  white  people.  Carrie  Best,  a black  newspaper  writer,  wrote 
about  Viola’s  story.  Viola  and  Carrie  organized  others  to  lobby  the  Nova 
Scotia  government,  which  finally  repealed  the  law  of  segregation  in  1954. 

Kofi:  I know  that  Martin  Luther  King  and  other  civil-rights  leaders  in 
the  United  States  were  assassinated.  Was  opposition  to  the  civil-rights 
movement  as  violent  in  Canada  as  in  the  United  States? 

Mr.  Chalifoux:  No,  integration  happened  more  peacefully  here  in  Canada. 


Journal  Entry  5B 

Consider  the  following  questions  and  write  a response  in  your  journal: 

• If  you  were  one  of  the  other  miners  who  went  to  Georgia,  how 
would  you  have  felt  about  Maurice  Ruddick  not  being  allowed  to 
stay  in  your  hotel?  What  would  you  have  said  or  done? 

• Have  you  ever  been  in  a situation  when  you  were  discriminated 
against  or  where  you  witnessed  discrimination?  How  did  you  feel? 
What  did  you  do  or  say? 

4.  In  this  module  you  have  been  exploring  disasters.  Was  the  Springhill  mine 
disaster  a natural  or  human-made  disaster?  Explain. 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  23. 
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complete  sentence: 
a group  of  words 
expressing  a 
complete  thought 


Take  a look  at  the  transcript  of  "Springhill 
Miner"  on  page  206  of  Crossroads  7.  Some 
of  the  sentences  are  complete  sentences 
and  some  are  not. 


A complete  sentence  has  a subject  and  a predicate.  For  information  on  subjects 
read  page  54  and  the  top  of  page  55  in  the  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 
For  information  on  predicates  read  page  56. 


sentence  fragment: 
a group  of  words  set 
off  like  a sentence 
but  lacking  either  a 
subject  or  predicate 


An  incomplete  sentence  is  called  a sentence  fragment.  For  information  on 
fragments  read  page  74  and  the  top  of  page  75  in  the  English  Language  Arts 
Handbook. 

5.  Find  three  examples  of  sentence  fragments  in  “Springhill  Miner.” 


Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  23. 


In  everyday  conversation  people  often  use  sentence 
fragments.  Therfore  short-story  writers,  playwrights, 
and  novelists  use  sentence  fragments  to  make  their 
dialogue  more  realistic.  Look  through  Crossroads  7 
and  find  examples  of  fragments  in  dialogue. 


Look  back  over  your  own  writing. 

• Have  you  sometimes  used  sentence  fragments  in  dialogue  to  add  realism? 


• Are  there  places  where  you  have  incorrectly  used  sentence  fragments 
instead  of  complete  sentences? 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 

Springhill,  a small  town  in  Cumberland  County,  Nova  Scotia,  is  known  for  its  coal 
mines,  which  operated  from  the  1870s  to  1958.  The  1958  disaster,  which  closed 
the  mines  permanently,  was  the  third  major  bump  to  hit  the  Springhill  mines.  The 
first  disaster  occurred  in  1891  killing  125;  the  second  in  1956  killed  39. 

The  town  of  Springhill  is  also  famous  for  being  the  childhood  home  of 
international  recording  star  Anne  Murray. 
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Portfolio  Item  SB 

Complete  question  2 on  page  208  of  Crossroads  7.  You  may  work 
with  a partner,  with  a small  group,  or  independently.  You  may  find  the 
following  website  helpful: 

http://archives.cbc.ca/IDD- 1-70-111/  disasters_tragedies/ springhill/ 


f — 

— \ 

Go  to  page  4 of  Assignment  Booklet  5A  and  respond  to 

questions  2 and  3 of  Section  1. 

1 — 

— J 
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In  this  lesson  you  explored  the  Springhill  mine  disaster 
by  listening  to  a ballad  and  viewing  a Heritage  Minute 
video.  You  also  worked  with  complete  sentences  and 
sentence  fragments.  In  the  next  lesson  you  will  look  at 
the  poem  "The  Forest  Fire." 


Glossary 

ballad:  a short,  narrative  folk  song  sentence  fragment:  a group  of  words  set 

off  like  a sentence  but  lacking  either  a 
complete  sentence:  a group  of  words  subject  or  predicate 

expressing  a complete  thought 

refrain:  a line  or  verse  repeated  regularly  in  a 
song  or  poem 

Suggested  Responses 

1 . Yes,  "Ballad  of  Springhill”  fits  this  definition  of  a ballad. 

• It  is  a short,  narrative  folk  song. 

• It  is  written  in  four-line  stanzas. 

• There  is  repetition  at  the  end  of  each  stanza. 

• The  last  two  lines  of  each  stanza  are  a refrain. 
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2.  a.  Caleb  Rushton  was  the  leader  of  this  group  of  men. 

b.  Caleb  Rushton  sang  songs  to  keep  up  the  men’s  spirits. 

c.  The  miners  were  trapped  for  eight  days  in  a three-foot  seam  under  about  600  feet  of  coal 
and  slag.  They  didn’t  have  any  food  or  water.  After  three  days  the  lamps  went  out,  so  they 
were  in  complete  darkness.  They  sang  songs  to  keep  their  spirits  up  while  they  waited  to 
be  rescued. 

3.  a.  Because  of  his  race  Maurice  Ruddick  was  told  he  couldn’t  stay  in  the  same  hotel  as  the 

others. 

b.  The  other  miners  wanted  to  refuse  the  trip. 

c.  Ruddick  told  the  others  not  to  refuse.  He  said,  “We’ll  all  have  our  holiday,  then  we’ll  be 
together  again.” 

4.  The  Springhill  mine  disaster  can  be  considered  as  both  a natural  and  a human-made  disaster. 
The  disaster  was  the  result  of  a bump  (an  earthquake-like  shock).  However,  the  removal  of 
coal  had  resulted  in  geological  stresses  on  the  surrounding  bedrock,  and  this  caused  the  bump. 

5.  Following  are  three  examples  of  sentence  fragments  in  “Springhill  Miner”: 

• Eight  and  a half  days. 

• No  food. 

• Even  drank  our  own — you  know. 
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In  the  previous  lesson  you  listened  to  “Ballad  of  Springhill/’  a song  that 
commemorated  the  Springhill  mine  disaster. 


Another  disaster  song,  “The  Miramichi  Fire  Song,”  tells  about  the  Great 
Miramichi  Fire  of  1825,  one  of  the  most  disastrous  forest  fires  in  Canadian 
history.  This  New  Brunswick  fire  raged  over  one  million  hectares — one-fifth  of 
the  province.  It  destroyed  the  villages  of  Newcastle  and  Douglastown  and  killed 
at  least  160  people. 


In  this  lesson  you  will  explore  “The  Forest  Fire”  by  Charles  G.  D.  Roberts,  a 
poet  and  prose-writer  born  in  New  Brunswick  in  1860.  Perhaps  this  poem  was 
inspired  by  the  Great  Miramichi  Fire  of  1825. 

Turn  to  page  200  of  Crossroads  7 and  find  “The  Forest  Fire.”  Read  the  poem 
silently  as  you  listen  to  it  being  read  aloud  on  Track  6 of  the  English  Language 
Arts  7 Audio  CD. 


This  first  reading  provides  an  overall  feel  for  the  style  and  for  what  the  poem 
is  about.  Subsequent  readings  will  reveal  more  detail  and  appreciation  for  the 
language  of  the  poem. 
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1.  Read  the  first  stanza. 


a.  What  does  this  stanza  tell  you  about  the  setting  of  the  poem? 

b.  What  is  the  mood  of  this  stanza,  and  what  gives  you  that  impression? 

2.  Read  stanzas  2,  3,  and  4. 

a.  Why  does  the  father  not  realize  at  first  that  there  is  a forest  fire? 

b.  Why  do  you  think  each  of  these  stanzas  begins  with  the  words  there 
came? 

c.  You  have  probably  heard  the  expression  on  the  verge  of  tears.  What  does 
the  word  verge  mean  in  stanza  3? 

3.  Read  stanza  4 again  and  also  stanzas  5 and  6. 

a.  What  happens  in  these  stanzas? 

b.  What  is  the  mood  of  these  stanzas,  and  what  gives  you  this  impression? 

4.  Read  stanzas  7,  8,  and  9. 

a.  What  happens  in  these  stanzas? 

b.  What  is  the  mood  of  these  stanzas,  and  what  gives  you  this  impression? 

5.  Read  stanzas  10  and  1 1 . 

a.  What  does  stanza  10  describe? 

b.  Does  stanza  1 0 remind  you  of  a scene  from  the  Walt  Disney  movie 
Bambi? 

c.  What  happens  in  stanza  11? 

6.  Read  stanzas  12,  13,  and  14. 

a.  What  happens  in  these  stanzas? 

b.  Why  do  you  think  the  poet  includes  the  direct  conversation  between 
the  father  and  son? 

7.  Read  stanzas  15  and  16. 

a.  What  happens  in  stanza  15? 

b.  What  does  stanza  1 6 suggest? 
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8.  Because  “The  Forest  Fire”  is  an  old  poem  it  uses  several  words  that  are  not 
commonly  used  today.  Use  context  clues  to  figure  out  the  meaning  of  each 
of  the  following  words. 

a.  slumbered  b.  harried  c.  abode 

d.  o’er  e.  coursing  f.  kinsfolk 

9.  In  this  module  you  have  been  exploring  disasters.  Is  a forest  fire  a natural 
or  human-made  disaster?  Explain. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  28. 


Portfolio  Item  5C 

Choose  one  stanza  and  create  an  illustration  for  it.  Try  to  capture  the 
mood  of  the  stanza. 


onomatopoeia: 
words  that  make 
or  sound  similar 
to  the  sounds  they 
represent 


r 

V 


Charles  G.  D.  Roberts  vividly  describes  the 
sound  as  well  as  the  appearance  of  the 
fire.  He  uses  onomatopoeia  to  imitate  the 
sounds  of  the  fire.  , 


Onomatopoeia  comes  from  the  Greek  words  onomo  (meaning  word},  matos 
(name},  andpofo5  (making}. 


The  sound  of  an  onomatopoeic  word  suggests 
its  meaning.  Examples  of  onomatopoeic  words 
include  the  following: 

•pop 

• drip 

• bang 

• buzz 

• swish 

• whir 

• plop 


10.  Find  examples  of  onomatopoeic  words  in  “The  Forest  Fire.” 


Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  29. 
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Journal  Entry  5C 


Consider  the  following  questions  and  write  a response  in  your  journal: 

• Why  did  the  father  send  his  son  on  alone  to  escape  from  the  fire? 

• How  do  you  feel  about  his  decision? 

• What  sort  of  person  would  make  this  self-sacrifice? 

• What  is  the  poem  saying  about  parenthood  and  its  responsibilities? 

• What  is  the  poem  saying  about  love  and  courage? 

• Is  this  story  believable? 

• Does  this  poem  remind  you  of  any  other  true  or  fictional  stories? 


rhythm:  the 
arrangement  of 
beats  in  a line  of 
poetry 

rhyme:  the 
repetition  of  sound 
in  different  words, 
especially  at  the 
ends  of  words 


Unlike  free-verse  poems  that  are  common  today 
"The  Forest  Fire"  has  rhythm  and  rhyme. 


Read  about  rhythm  and  rhyme  on  pages  219  to  223  of  the  English  Language 
Arts  Handbook. 


"The  Forest  Fire"  is  written  in  iambic  metre, 
where  the  first  beat  has  a weak  stress  and  the 
second  has  a strong  stress.  Tap  your  desk  in  time 
to  the  accented  syllables  as  you  recite  one  stanza 
of  the  poem  aloud— da-DUM,  da-DUM,  da-DUM.^ 


11.  Of  what  sound  does  the  rhythm  remind  you? 

12.  Wfiich  lines  in  each  stanza  have  end  rhyme? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  29. 


r 
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Because  "The  Forest  Fire"  is  a narrative  poem, 
it  has  a point  of  view.  In  Module  4 you  learned 
that  authors  can  tell  a story  with  a first-person 
narrator  or  a third-person  narrator. 
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13.  Which  type  of  narrator  does  Charles  G.  D.  Roberts  use? 


Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  29. 


fc  — ^ 

Go  to  page  5 of  Assignment  Booklet  5A  and  respond  to 

question  4 of  Section  1. 

^ ---  ^ 


In  this  lesson  you  studied  the  poem  "The 
Forest  Fire."  In  the  next  lesson  you  will 
check  out  another  poem. 


Glossary 

onomatopoeia:  words  that  make  or  sound  rhythm:  the  arrangement  of  beats  in  a line  of 

similar  to  the  sounds  they  represent  poetry 

rhyme:  the  repetition  of  sound  in  different 
words,  especially  at  the  ends  of  words 

Suggested  Responses 

1 . a.  The  setting  of  the  poem  is  one  night  in  a settler’s  home  in  the  forest,  far  from  neighbours, 
b.  Words  like  grim  and  still  with  dread  create  a mood  of  fear  and  foreboding. 

2.  a.  The  father  is  unaware  of  the  fire  because  he  is  sleeping. 

b.  The  repetition  of  the  words  there  came  helps  build  excitement. 

c.  The  word  verge  means  border  or  edge. 

3.  a.  In  stanzas  4,  5,  and  6 the  father  wakes  up  and  becomes  aware  of  the  fire  and  the  danger 

he  and  his  son  are  in. 

b.  Words  such  as  a dawn  of  blood,  splendour  wild,  shuddering  glare,  and  untimely  day  create  a 
mood  of  danger. 

4.  a.  In  stanzas  7,  8,  and  9 the  father  wakes  up  the  boy  and  they  hurry  away  on  horseback, 
b.  The  repetition  of  the  words  hurried  and  wildly  creates  a mood  of  urgency. 
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5.  a.  Stanza  10  describes  the  animals  fleeing  from  the  fire. 

b.  Stanza  10  is  reminiscent  of  the  scene  in  Disney’s  Bambi  in  which  the  young  deer  awakes 
in  the  forest  and  senses  danger.  Bambi’s  father,  the  Great  Prince,  approaches  and  tells  him 
the  forest  is  on  fire.  The  pair  hurries  off  to  warn  the  other  animals.  Bambi  and  his  father 
barely  escape  the  forest  fire  by  plunging  into  the  river  and  swimming  to  safety. 

c.  In  stanza  1 1 the  horse  begins  to  falter  under  the  pressure  and  weight  of  father  and  son. 

6.  a.  The  father  decides  to  send  the  son  on  alone  to  escape  from  the  fire. 

b.  The  direct  conversation  between  the  father  and  son  in  these  stanzas  makes  the  story 
more  personal  and  poignant. 

7.  a.  The  boy  reaches  safety. 

b.  The  father  does  not  survive. 

8.  a.  slept  b.  hurried  c.  home,  residence 

d.  over  e.  running  f.  family,  relatives 

9.  Forest  fires  are  usually  natural  disasters  because  they  are  generally  started  by  lightning. 
However,  if  forest  fires  are  started  by  human  negligence  or  arson,  they  are  human-made 
disasters. 

10.  Onomatopoeic  words  in  the  poem  include  crash,  shuddering,  howl,  hiss,  shattering,  and  hum. 

11.  The  rhythm  is  suggestive  of  horses’  hooves. 

12.  The  second  and  fourth  lines  in  each  stanza  have  end  rhyme. 

13.  The  poet  uses  a third-person  narrator. 
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Have  you  ever  been  to  the  Queen  Charlotte  Islands,  also  known  as  Haida 
Gwaii? 


This  area  is  an  archipelago  of  islands — 
many  small  and  uninhabited — off  the 
northern  coast  of  British  Columbia.  The 
largest  of  the  islands  are  Graham  Island  in 
the  north  and  Moresby  Island  in  the  south. 

The  local  economy  is  heavily  dependent 
on  the  forest  industry,  which  is  located 
primarily  on  the  east  and  west  sides  of 
Graham  Island,  with  a smaller  portion 
on  northwest  Moresby  Island. 


The  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  have  some  of  the  largest  trees  remaining  in  the 
world.  Giant  red  cedars,  Sitka  spruce,  western  hemlock,  and  yellow  cypress 
thrive  in  the  cool,  moist,  coastal  climate. 


r' 
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In  the  fall  of  1974  a proposal  to  log  the  old-growth  forest  on  South  Moresby 
Island — an  area  the  Haida  called  Gwaii  Haanas — ignited  a long  but  successful 
battle  to  protect  the  area,  which  is  very  important  to  the  Haida  First  Nation. 

Today  Gwaii  Haanas  is  a National  Park  Reserve  and  Haida  Heritage  Site.  In  the 
language  of  the  Haida,  Gwaii  Haanas  means  place  of  wonder. 


Gwaii  Haanas  National  Park  Reserve  and  Haida  Heritage  Site 


ParksCanada/Lynch,  W.-l  988/10. 1 05 .03 .08(27) 
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"Gwaii  Haanas" 


The  author,  Jenny  Nelson,  has  worked  as  a teacher,  an  environmental  educator, 
and  a writer.  She  enjoys  exploring  her  Haida  heritage  and  writing  about  the 
Queen  Charlotte  Islands.  The  poem  “Gwaii  Haanas”  is  from  her  book  West 
Coast  Rhymes,  published  in  1993. 

Turn  to  page  220  of  Crossroads  7 and  read  the  poem.  As  you  read,  notice  the 
punctuation  cues,  which  indicate  when  to  pause.  Reread  the  poem  several 
times,  noticing  sensory  details. 

1.  Respond  to  question  a on  page  221  of  Crossroads  7. 

2.  List  lines  in  the  poem  that  appeal  to  each  of  the  following  senses: 

a.  sight 

b.  hearing 

c.  smell 

d.  touch 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  34. 

The  editors  of  Crossroads  7 chose  to  combine  the  poem  “Gwaii  Hanaas”  with 
Plumed  Firs,  a painting  by  famous  Canadian  artist  Emily  Carr  (1871-1945). 
Although  Emily  Carr  lived  in  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  she  took  summer 
excursions  to  the  Queen  Charlotte  Islands.  This  area  inspired  her  to  create  the 
expressive  paintings  of  western  forests,  Haida  culture,  and  coastal  landscapes 
for  which  she  is  famous. 

Plumed  Firs,  painted  in  1939,  depicts  the  clearcut-logging  practices  that  even  in 
the  193()s  had  bitten  ugly  chunks  from  the  thick  forests. 

3.  Respond  to  question  b on  page  221  of  Crossroads  7. 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  34. 
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In  1982  David  Suzuki’s  television  series,  The  Nature  of  Things,  aired  a series  on 
the  Queen  Charlotte  Islands.  His  conversations  with  the  Aboriginal  people  of 
British  Columbia  helped  him  to  better  appreciate  the  interconnectedness  of 
humans  and  nature. 

Read  the  Declaration  of  Interdependence,  which  Suzuki  wrote  with  others  in 
1992  for  the  United  Nations’  Earth  Summit  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  on  the  following 
website: 

http://www.davidsuzuki.org/About_us/Declaration_of_Interdependence.asp 

4.  Why  would  the  poem  “Gwaii  Haanas”  and  the  painting  Plumed  Firs  be 
chosen  for  a module  on  disasters? 

Journal  Entry  5h 

In  your  journal  respond  to  question  c on  page  221  of  Crossroads  7. 


5.  With  a partner  or  small  group  brainstorm  some  other  human  activities 
besides  poor  logging  practices  that  threaten  the  natural  environment. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  34. 

Portfolio  Item  5h 

Some  of  the  most  serious  challenges  to  the  environment  occurred  in  the 
last  two  decades  of  the  twentieth  century.  Research  one  of  the  following 
environmental  disasters  and  write  a one-page  report: 

• the  Union  Carbide  chemical  leak  in  Bhopal,  India 

• the  Chernobyl  meltdown 

• the  Exxon  Valdez  oil  spill 

• the  depletion  of  Newfoundland’s  cod  stocks 

• the  acid-rain  problem  in  Eastern  Canada 


f= 

^ 

Go  to  page  7 of  Assignment  Booklet  5A  and  respond  to 

question  5 of  Section  1. 

— 
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In  this  lesson  you  studied  the  poem  "Gwaii 
Haanas/'  viewed  a print  of  the  painting  Plumed 
Firs,  and  researched  an  environmental  disaster. 


Suggested  Responses 

1 . The  speaker  in  the  poem  is  pleading  for  the  protection  of  the  forest.  The  battle  to  protect 
Gwaii  Haanas  from  logging  likely  motivated  this  plea. 

2.  a.  Watch  the  otter  / slide  into  the  sea. 

b.  Sounds  of  tree-bird,  / sounds  of  silence, 

c.  smell  of  mushroom,  smell  of  / cedar, 

d.  I want  to  know  the  forest  / through  my  toes,  as  my  foot  goes,  / on  moss,  on  beach, 
on  rock,  / on  rotting  wood. 

3.  The  poem  and  the  painting  are  well-suited  to  one  another  because  both  Jenny  Nelson  and 
Emily  Carr  were  concerned  about  logging  practices.  The  poem  addresses  concerns  about  the 
effect  of  logging  on  other  plants  and  animals  in  the  ecosystem;  the  painting  does  not. 

4.  The  poem  and  the  painting  bring  attention  to  the  possibility  of  an  environmental  disaster  if 
the  old-growth  forests  in  coastal  British  Columbia  continued  to  be  logged.  Disasters  do  not 
only  affect  people;  they  affect  animals  and  plants  in  the  ecosystem  as  well. 

5.  Human  activities  that  threaten  the  natural  environment  include  the  following: 

• chemical  and  oil  spills  • poor  fishing  practices 

• pollution  • poor  farming  practices 

• dams  • poor  mining  practices 
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In  this  section  you  examined  several 
examples  of  disasters  that  have  been 
commemorated  in  films,  songs,  and 
poems. 

You  explored  “Canned  Catastrophes” 
and  discovered  how  disasters  are 
depicted  in  the  movies.  You  listened 
to  the  song  “Ballad  of  Springhill”  and 
thought  about  this  tragic  mine  disaster. 
Finally,  you  studied  two  poems,  “The 
Forest  Fire”  and  “Gwaii  Haanas,”  and 
considered  environmental  disasters. 

In  the  next  section  you  will  investigate 
media  reports  of  disasters. 
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A disaster  can  occur  anytime,  anywhere.  Some 
disasters  allow  people  time  to  prepare;  others 
occur  swiftly  and  with  little  or  no  warning. 

The  media  are  important  for  disaster 
prevention  and  management.  For  example, 
Alberta  has  a broadcast  warning  system 
to  alert  the  public  to  any  life-threatening 
emergency  or  disaster.  Alberta’s  Emergency 
Public  Warning  System  (EPWS)  is  the  only 
system  in  North  America  designed  to  give 
local  government  officials  the  ability  to 
broadcast  an  emergency  warning  quickly  and 
directly  to  radio  and  television  stations.  The 
system  was  first  developed  following  the  1987 
Edmonton  tornado. 

The  media  is  also  helpful  in  organizing  relief 
efforts  in  times  of  disaster.  Eor  example, 
Canadians  responded  with  generous  donations 
to  the  victims  of  the  tsunami  that  devastated 
Southeast  Asia  in  December  2004. 

In  Section  2 you  will  investigate  how  disasters 
are  reported  in  newspapers,  in  magazines,  and 
on  television. 
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Lesson  1 : News  Media 


How  do  you  find  out  what  is  happening 
in  your  community  and  in  the  world?  For 
example,  how  do  you  learn  about  a fire  in 
your  community  or  an  oil  spill  on  the  coast? 


You  may  hear  local  news  first-hand,  but  you 
likely  find  out  what  is  happening  in  other 
parts  of  the  world  through  news  reports  in 
electronic  media:  the  electronic  media  and  print  media. 

radio,  television,  and 
the  Internet 

In  the  first  part  of  this  lesson  you  will  think 
newsi^^peJ^and  about  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of 

magazines  various  news  media. 


Journal  Entyy  5E 

In  your  journal  write  about  the  media  you  and  your  friends  use  to 
find  out  what  is  happening  in  the  world.  How  do  your  parents  and 
grandparents  keep  informed?  Do  you  think  that  different  age  groups 
prefer  different  media  to  receive  the  news?  Explain  why  or  why  not. 


1 . Complete  a chart  like  the  following  to  identify  the  advantages  and 
disadvantages  of  receiving  news  reports  through  the  electronic  media 
and  the  print  media. 


Media 

Advantages 

Disadvantages 

Radio  and  television 
(electronic  media) 

Newspapers  and  magazines 
(print  media) 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  41. 
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Many  news  organizations  have  websites. 

Following  are  some  examples.  Browse  through 
some  of  these  websites  and  notice  how  they  are 
organized. 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/ 

http://www.ctv.ca/news/ 

http://cnews.canoe.ca/ 

http://www.macleans.ca/ 

Use  a search  engine  such  as  the  following  to  find 
specific  articles  on  disasters: 

http://news.google.ca/ 

2.  What  are  the  advantages  of  getting  news  on  the  Internet? 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  42. 


hard  news: 
up-to-the-minute 
news  and  events 
that  are  reported 
immediately 

soft  news:  features, 
human-interest 
stories,  or  profiles 
that  do  not  need 
to  be  reported 
immediately 


Hard  news  refers  to  news  that  is  time-sensitive.  When  hard  news  breaks, 
reporters  drop  everything  else  to  report  it.  A report  about  a natural  disaster, 
the  death  of  a famous  person,  or  an  election  is  a hard-news  story. 

Soft  news  refers  to  news  that  is  not  time-sensitive.  Soft  news  is  worth  reporting 
because  it  is  interesting  or  educational,  not  because  it  has  a high  degree  of 
urgency.  A report  about  a two-legged  dog  that  uses  a cart  to  move  around  or 
an  article  about  buying  a new  computer  is  a soft-news  story. 


One  difference  between  hard  and  soft  news  is  the  tone  of  presentation.  A 
hard-news  story  takes  a factual  approach.  A soft-news  story  tries  instead  to 
entertain  or  advise  the  reader,  listener,  or  viewer.  What  criteria  do  news  editors 
use  to  decide  which  hard-news  or  soft-news  stories  should  be  reported? 
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Following  are  some  of  the  factors  that  editors  use  to  determine  whether  or  not 
a story  is  newsworthy: 

• Timeliness.  People  are  interested  in  what  is  new. 

• Location.  People  are  interested  in  what  is  happening  in  their  own  area. 

• Personal  importance.  People  are  interested  in  news  stories  that  have 
significant  consequences. 

• Name  recognition.  People  are  interested  in  stories  about  prominent 
individuals. 

• Drama.  People  are  interested  in  exciting  stories. 

• Human  interest.  People  are  interested  in  stories  with  an  element  of 
human  interest,  especially  if  they  involve  children,  heroes,  or  the  elderly. 

• The  unusual.  People  are  interested  in  stories  about  something  odd  or 
unusual. 


With  a partner  or  small  group  flip  through  a newspaper  and  examine  some  of 
the  news  stories.  Choose  both  hard-  and  soft-news  stories  from  various  sections 
of  the  newspaper.  Discuss  why  each  story  is  newsworthy. 
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Both  electronic  and  print  media  encourage  the  public  to  respond  by  writing 
letters.  They  publicize  their  mailing  addresses,  e-mail  addresses,  and  fax 
numbers  so  people  can  contact  them. 

For  information  on  letters  to  the  editor,  read  page  148  in  the  English  Language 
Arts  Handbook. 


Portfolio  Hem  5B 


Write  a letter  to  the  editor  in  response  to  one  of  the  articles  you 
examined  with  your  group. 


— - - ^ 

Go  to  page  1 of  Assignment  Booklet  5B  and  respond  to 

question  1 of  Section  2. 

V— ■ j 


In  this  lesson  you  thought  about  the  advantages  and 
disadvantages  of  various  news  media.  You  distinguished 
between  hard  news  and  soft  news,  you  reflected  on  the 
factors  that  make  stories  newsworthy,  and  you  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  editor.  In  the  next  lesson  you  will  explore 
some  of  the  challenges  of  photojournalists  and  news 
reporters,  examine  the  features  of  a newspaper  report, 
and  write  a newspaper  article. 
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Glossary 


electronic  media:  radiO;  television,  and  the 
Internet 

hard  news:  up-to-the-minute  news  and 
events  that  are  reported  immediately 

Suggested  Responses 


print  media:  newspapers  and  magazines 

soft  news:  features,  human-interest  stories,  or 
profiles  that  do  not  need  to  be  reported 
immediately 


Media 

4 * 

Advantages 

Disadvantages 

Radio  and  television 

• Radios  are  portable,  so  news 

• Newscasts  are  scheduled 

(electronic  media) 

is  readily  available. 

at  specific  times  so  the 
audience  must  wait  for  the 

• Radio  and  TV  stations 
will  interrupt  regular 

news. 

broadcasting  to  report 

• Only  a few  stories  are 

major  breaking  stories. 

broadcast. 

• The  news  is  current. 

• Radio  newscasts  have 

• The  news  coverage  is 
usually  superficial. 

sound  to  add  interest.  TV 

• The  audience  cannot  select 

newscasts  have  film  footage 

stories  of  special  interest 

to  add  interest. 

and  skip  others. 

• The  audience  cannot  review 
details  they  missed. 

Newspapers  and  magazines 

• More  stories  are  covered 

• The  information  is  a day 

(print  media) 

than  in  the  electronic 

or  more  old  in  newspapers. 

media. 

• Some  news  stories  are 

It  is  a week  or  more  old  in 
magazines. 

covered  in  more  depth. 

• Print  media  does  not 
have  the  audiovisual 

• Readers  can  read  at  their 

interest  of  electronic 

own  pace  and  time  of 

media.  Photographs  of 

choosing. 

an  event  may  be  limited, 
but  magazines  have  more 

• Readers  can  skip  stories 
they  are  not  interested  in. 

visuals  than  newspapers. 
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2.  The  Internet  allows  people  to  research  a wide  range  of  information  on  news  items  in  which 
they  are  interested.  Breaking  news  stories  can  be  found  on  the  Internet  as  well  as  news  stories 
that  were  written  some  time  ago.  Some  online  newspapers  and  magazines  have  video  and 
audio  files  to  accompany  their  stories. 
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Journalists  and  photojournalists  face  many  challenges  when  covering  disasters 
such  as  volcanoes,  earthquakes,  floods,  fires,  and  airplane  crashes.  Challenges 
include  focusing  within  the  chaos,  finding  accurate  and  up-to-date  information, 
and  gathering  quotes  from  victims  and  people  impacted  by  the  disaster  without 
invading  their  privacy. 

In  addition,  journalists  and  photojournalists  sometimes  face  personal  dangers  in 
covering  the  news. 

"Photojournalist:  In  the  Middle  of  Disaster" 

In  the  first  part  of  this  lesson  you  will  read  a profile  that  features  the 
experiences  of  John  Isaac,  an  international  photojournalist  whose  work  takes 
him  to  dangerous  spots  around  the  world.  His  photos  have  been  instrumental 
in  raising  awareness  and  funds  for  global  issues,  including  the  rights  of  women 
and  children. 


Turn  to  page  212  of  Crossroads  7 and  read  “Photojournalist:  In  the  Middle 
of  Disaster.”  Notice  that  the  profile  is  accompanied  by  some  of  John  Isaac’s 
photographs. 
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1.  Respond  to  question  l.b.  on  page  216  of  Crossroads  7. 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  49. 

Visit  the  following  websites  to  learn  more  about  John  Isaac: 
http://www.apple.com/pro/photo/isaac/ 
http://www.JohnIsaac.com. 
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Respond  to  question  1 .c.  on  page  216  of  Crossroads  7.  You  may  work 
independently  or  with  a partner  or  small  group.  Write  the  reports  in 
your  journal. 


Features  of  a News  Report 

In  the  remainder  of  this  lesson  you  will  think  about  the  features  of  a news 
report  and  write  a newspaper  article  of  your  own. 

Headlines 


Each  news  story  has  a headline— a title 
summarizing  the  story  in  a few  words. 


proper  nouns: 
names  of  specific 
people,  places, 
and  organizations; 
for  example,  Paul 
Martin,  Ottawa,  and 
the  United  Nations 


With  a partner  scan  a newspaper  for  headlines  that  grab  your  attention.  Once 
you  identify  these  headlines,  explain  why  you  chose  them.  Then  discuss  the 
following: 

• The  size  of  a headline  is  an  indication  of  the  importance  of  the  story. 
Discuss  the  size  of  the  headlines  that  you  chose. 

• There  are  two  ways  to  write  headlines — upstyle  and  downstyle.  In  upstyle 
all  the  important  words  are  capitalized.  In  downstyle  only  the  first  word 
and  proper  nouns  are  capitalized.  Which  style  was  used  in  the  newspaper 
you  examined? 
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• Reporters  tend  to  use  a strong  verb  in  a headline,  and  they  often  use  the 
tense:  a category  present  tense  of  the  verb  instead  of  the  past  tense. 

of  verbs  used  to 
express  distinctions 

of  time  For  example,  the  following  three  headlines  use  the  present  tense: 

Death  Toll  Rises  to  355 


Early  Morning  Quake  Jolts  South  Coast 
Neighbour  Alerts  Family  to  House  Fire 


Discuss  the  verbs  in  the  headlines  you  chose.  Did  the  reporter  use  the 
present  or  past  tense? 


2. 


Examine  the  news  report  on  page  219  of  Crossroads  7. 


a. 


b. 


What  style  of  headline — upstyle  or  downstyle — is  used? 

Is  the  verb  in  the  headline  written  in  the  present  or  past  tense? 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  49. 

Photographs 


Some  news  reports,  especially  those  on 
the  front  page  of  a newspaper,  have  a 
photograph  and  caption. 


3.  Examine  the  news  report  on  page  219  of  Crossroads  7. 

a.  What  purpose  do  the  photograph  and  its  caption  serve? 

b.  The  caption  is  written  in  the  style  of  a headline.  Does  the  caption  use 
upstyle  or  downstyle?  Is  the  verb  in  the  caption  written  in  the  present 
or  past  tense? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  49. 
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Byline  and  Placeline 


byline:  a line  at  the 
beginning  of  a news 
story  that  tells  who 
wrote  the  story 

placeline:  a line  at 
the  beginning  of  a 
news  story  that  tells 
where  the  story 
originated 


Underneath  the  headline  you  will  usually  find  a 
byline  and  a placeline.  The  byline  identifies  the 
person  most  accountable  for  the  information.  The 
placeline  indicates  where  the  story  originated. 


Some  news  stories  are  generated 
from  wire  services — companies 
that  gather  and  distribute  news 
to  subscribing  newspapers.  The 
newspapers  pay  a subscription 
fee  and  choose  which  wire-service 
stories  to  print.  They  identify 
those  wire-service  stories  by  a 
credit  line. 

Following  are  three  wire  services: 

• The  Canadian  Press  (CP) 

• Associated  Press  (AP) 

• Reuters 

With  a partner  examine  the  news  reports  in  a newspaper.  Identify  the 
placelines,  bylines,  and  credit  lines  if  applicable. 

4.  Examine  the  news  report  on  page  219  of  Crossroads  7.  This  article  was 
actually  written  by  CBC  News  Online  staff  The  editors  of  Crossroads  7 
have  added  the  address  of  a website  that  carried  the  article  and  have 
included  the  date. 


Why  might  the  editors  of  Crossroads  7 have  added  the  date  under  the 
headline? 


Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  49. 


V 


46 


English  Language  Arts  7:  Module  5 


Inverted-Pyramid  Structure 


five  Ws:  w^ho,  what, 
when,  where,  and 
why 

inverted-pyramid 
structure:  a style 
of  news  writing  in 
which  the  important 
facts  are  listed  first 
and  additional 
details  follow 

lead:  the  beginning 
of  a news  report 


A hard-news  story  is  usually  written  with  the  most 
important  facts— the  five  Ws— appearing  early  in  the 
story.  This  is  called  the  inverted-pyramid  structure. 


Editors  know  that  very  few  readers  read  to  the  end  of  an  article.  They  use 
the  inverted-pyramid  structure  to  ensure  that  readers  get  the  most  important 
facts  in  the  lead  of  the  article.  Editors  also  like  the  inverted-pyramid  structure 
because  they  can  easily  shorten  a story  by  cutting  ending  paragraphs. 


Eor  more  information  on  the  inverted-pyramid  structure,  turn  to  pages  137  and 
138  in  the  English  Language  Arts  Handbook. 

With  a partner  examine  stories  from  different  parts  of  a newspaper.  Discuss 
which  stories  are  written  in  the  inverted-pyramid  style.  Identify  the  five  Ws  in 
these  reports. 
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5.  Examine  the  news  report  on  page  219  of  Crossroads  7. 
a.  Does  the  report  have  the  inverted-pyramid  structure? 


b.  Identify  the  five  Ws  in  the  report: 


• Where  did  the  disaster  take  place? 

• When  did  it  happen? 

• What  happened? 

• Who  was  affected? 

• Why  were  so  many  affected? 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  49. 

"How  to  Write  a Newspaper  Article" 


Now  that  you  have  examined  several  newspaper 
articles,  you  are  ready  to  write  one  of  your  own. 


Turn  to  page  218  of  Crossroads  7 and  read  “How  to  Write  a Newspaper 
Article.”  Then  use  the  advice  given  in  this  article  to  write  a news  report  of  your 
own.  The  facts  in  your  newspaper  article  can  be  true  or  fiction,  but  be  sure  the 
words  are  original.  Note:  In  Assignment  Booklet  5B  you  will  be  asked  to  submit 
your  news  article. 


In  this  lesson  you  explored  some  of 
the  challenges  of  photojournalists  and 
news  reporters,  examined  the  features 
of  a newspaper  report,  and  wrote  a 
newspaper  article.  In  the  next  lesson 
you  will  investigate  television  news. 
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Glossary 


byline:  a line  at  the  beginning  of  a news 
story  that  tells  who  wrote  the  story 

five  Ws:  who,  what,  when,  where,  and  why 

inverted-pyramid  structure:  a style  of  news 
writing  in  which  the  important  facts  are 
listed  first  and  additional  details  follow 

lead:  the  beginning  of  a news  report 


placeline:  a line  at  the  beginning  of  a news 
story  that  tells  where  the  story  originated 

proper  nouns:  names  of  specific  people, 
places,  and  organizations;  for  example, 
Paul  Martin,  Ottawa,  and  the  United 
Nations 

tense:  a category  of  verbs  used  to  express 
distinction  of  time 


Suggested  Responses 


1 . A war  zone  can  be  considered  a disaster  area  because  war  is  traumatic  and  involves  great 
loss  and  misfortune.  The  effects  of  war  are  shown  in  the  top  photograph  on  page  213  of 
Crossroads  7;  the  man  and  boy  in  Afghanistan  have  each  lost  a limb.  The  photograph  on 
page  215  of  Crossroads  7 shows  how  hard  war  is  for  the  very  young  and  the  very  old. 

2.  a.  The  article  uses  upstyle  for  headlines.  b.  The  verb  is  written  in  the  past  tense. 


3.  a.  The  photograph  helps  catch  readers’  attention.  It  also  provides  additional  information, 
b.  The  caption  is  written  in  downstyle.  The  verb  in  the  caption  is  in  the  present  tense. 

4.  The  editors  may  have  added  the  date  so  readers  know  what  year  the  events  happened. 

5.  a.  Yes,  the  article  uses  the  inverted-pyramid  structure.  The  important  details  are  given  first, 
b.  Following  are  the  five  Ws: 


• The  disaster  took  place  in  the  Inuit  village  of  Kangiksualujjuaq  in  Quebec. 

• The  disaster  took  place  on  January  1,  1999. 

• An  avalanche  fell  on  the  village  and  smashed  its  gymnasium. 

• The  avalanche  affected  about  500  people,  killing  nine  and  injuring  about  25. 

• The  avalanche  hit  when  many  residents  were  celebrating  New  Year’s  Eve. 


Image  Credits 

All  images  in  this  lesson  were  created  by  or  for  Alberta  Education  with  the  following  noted 
exceptions: 
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opening  shot:  a shot 
at  the  beginning 
of  a scene  that  is 
intended  to  give 
the  audience  an 
overview  of  the 
action  that  follows 

cut  to: a 
film-editing 
technique  in 
which  one  shot  or 
scene  is  changed 
immediately  to 
another 


Did  you  know  that  flood  disasters  have  affected  all  regions,  provinces,  and 
territories  of  Canada?  Well-known  areas  that  are  prone  to  floods  include  the 
Red  River  Valley  in  Manitoba  and  the  St.  John  Valley  in  New  Brunswick. 

In  this  lesson  you  will  read  a television  news  report  about  flooding  that  took 
place  in  Southern  Quebec  in  late  March  of  1998.  The  two  rivers  mentioned  in 
the  report — Chaudiere  and  Chateauguay — are  South  Shore  tributaries  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  River. 

The  news  report  is  written  in  script  format.  The  report  includes  the  following 
film  terms: 


pull  back:  move 
back  the  camera 
from  a scene  to 
reveal  a person  or 
object  that  was 
previously  out  of 
the  picture 


• Opening  shot  • cut  to 

• pull  back  • close-up  shot 

Turn  to  page  209  of  Crossroads  7 and  read  “Tuning  in  to  the  News.” 

1.  What  individuals  take  part  in  this  CTV  newscast? 

2.  Respond  to  question  1 .a.  on  page  21 1 of  Crossroads  7. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  54. 


( 
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Portfolio  Item  5F 

Create  a storyboard  for  the  newscast.  Hint:  Review  the  information  on 
storyboards  in  Module  3.  Before  beginning  your  storyboard,  skim  the 
transcript  to  answer  these  questions: 

• How  many  scenes  should  be  represented? 

• Who  is  in  each  scene? 

• What  is  in  the  foreground  in  each  scene? 

• What  is  in  the  background  in  each  scene? 

• How  far  away  from  the  camera  is  the  subject? 


Analyzing  a Television  Newscast 


In  this  part  of  the  lesson  you  view  the 
opening  five  minutes  of  a television 
newscast.  You  will  analyze  various 
aspects  of  the  newscast  and  report  on 
^our  findings  in  Assignment  Booklet  5B. 


Before  viewing  the  newscast,  read  the  directions  and  questions  that  begin  on 
the  following  page;  they  will  prepare  you  for  this  assignment. 


You  may  wish  to  record  the  newscast  and  watch  the  segment  more  than  once. 
On  each  viewing  look  for  different  things — the  appearance  and  behaviour  of 
the  news  team,  the  look  of  the  news  program,  and  the  choice  and  treatment  of 
the  news  stories. 
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The  Appearance  and  Behaviour  of  the  News  Team 


happy  talk:  the 
banter  between 
members  of  the 
news  team 


anchor:  the  person 
who  narrates  or 
co-ordinates  a 
newscast 


lead  story:  the 
news  story  that  is 
presented  first  and 
in  most  detail 


Usually  a team  of  people  delivers  the  news,  weather,  business  reports,  and 
sports  reports. 

• How  are  the  members  of  the  news  team  dressed? 

• Why  do  you  think  this  particular  team  was  chosen? 

• Was  there  any  happy  talk  between  members  of  the  news  team? 

• What  image  does  the  team  project? 

The  Look  of  the  News  Program 


Each  news  program  has  a distinctive  look.  Some  broadcasts  focus  on  the 
news  anchor  behind  a desk.  Sometimes  there  is  a large  screen  on  the  side. 
Sometimes  there  is  a busy  newsroom  with  computers,  clocks,  and  monitors 
in  the  background. 

• What  does  the  set  of  the  news  program  look  like? 

• What  image  does  the  set  project? 

The  Choice  and  Treatment  of  the  News  Stories 

Each  newscast  has  a lead  story  and  several  other  stories  that  the  news 
producers  consider  newsworthy. 
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To  make  the  news  more  interesting,  television  networks  often  select  video 
footage  to  accompany  a news  story.  A cameraperson  and  reporter  may  go  out 
“in  the  field”  to  gather  the  video  footage,  or  a news  service  may  provide  the 
video  footage.  At  other  times  the  news  producers  use  stock  footage — previously 
shot  film  of  people  or  scenes  that  is  kept  in  a film  archive. 

• Why  do  you  think  the  lead  story  was  chosen? 

• How  was  the  news  story  presented? 


Portfolio  Item  5Q 

Work  with  a partner  or  small  group  to  write  the  script  for  a newscast. 
To  enhance  the  newscast  include  visuals  such  as  a map  of  the  disaster 
location  and  diagrams  or  photographs  of  the  damage.  Your  script  should 
contain  the  five  Ws  of  reporting,  indicate  who  is  speaking  the  lines, 
indicate  how  and  when  the  visuals  will  be  used,  and  briefly  describe  the 
camera  shots. 


\ 

Go  to  page  3 of  Assignment  Booklet  5B  and  respond  to 

question  3 of  Section  2. 

— 

^ 

r 


In  this  lesson  you  explored  television 
news.  In  the  next  lesson  you  will  turn 
your  attention  to  magazine  articles. 


J 


Glossary 

anchor:  the  person  who  narrates  or 
co-ordinates  a newscast 

cut  to:  a film-editing  technique  in  which  one 
shot  or  scene  is  changed  immediately  to 
another 

happy  talk:  the  banter  between  members  of 
the  news  team 


lead  story:  the  news  story  that  is  presented 
first  and  in  most  detail 

opening  shot:  a shot  at  the  beginning  of 
a scene  that  is  intended  to  give  the 
audience  an  overview  of  the  action  that 
follows 

pull  back:  move  back  the  camera  from  a 
scene  to  reveal  a person  or  object  that 
was  previously  out  of  the  picture 
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Suggested  Responses 

1.  Sandie  Rinaldo  is  the  newscaster  and  Rosemary  Thompson  is  the  reporter.  The  report 
includes  quotes  from  Bill  Bryson,  Jean  Beaudette,  and  another  unidentified  man. 

2.  Following  are  the  five  Ws: 

• The  flood  took  place  in  Southern  Quebec. 

• The  report  does  not  indicate  when  exactly  the  flooding  took  place;  it  simply  says  during 
the  weekend.  (Note:  The  flood  took  place  in  late  March  1998.) 

• The  people  living  along  the  Chaudiere  and  Chateauguay  rivers  were  affected  the  most. 

• People  had  to  leave  their  homes.  Farmers  had  to  get  their  animals  to  higher  ground. 

• The  flood  was  caused  by  rising  temperatures,  which  melted  the  snow  and  caused  the 
rivers  to  rise  and  overflow  their  banks. 

Image  Credits 
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Lesson  4:  Magazine  Articles 


In  Lesson  2 you  read  a newpaper  article 
about  an  avalanche  that  fell  on  the  Inuit 
village  of  Kangiksualujjuaq  in  Northern 
Quebec. 

In  this  lesson  you  will  read  two  magazine 
articles  about  avalanches.  Both  of  these 
articles  were  originally  published  in  the 
November/December  1998  edition  of 
Explore  Magazine. 

Visit  the  homepage  of  Explore  Magazine. 

http://www.explore-mag.com/ 

1 . Identify  the  type  of  magazine  that 
Explore  Magazine  is. 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  59. 

"Avalanche!" 


The  first  magazine  article  you  will  read  is 
"Avalanche!"  by  Bill  Corbett,  an  avid  mountaineer 
and  back-country  skier,  author  of  Day  Trips  from 
Calgary  Outdoor  Activities  in  Alberta's  Heartland, 
and  The  11,000ers  of  the  Canadian  Rockies. 


2.  Turn  to  pages  176  to  179  of  Crossroads  7 and  read  the  magazine  article. 
Then  answer  the  following  questions. 

a.  Respond  to  question  l.a.  on  page  183  of  Crossroads  7. 

b.  What  does  the  diagram  on  page  178  of  Crossroads  7 illustrate? 
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pull  quote:  a 
sentence  or  part 
of  a sentence  that 
is  taken  from  the 
text  of  a magazine 
article,  enlarged,  and 
treated  as  a graphic 


c.  What  additional  information  is  provided  in  the  sidebar  on  page  179  of 
Crossroads  7? 

d.  Why  do  magazine  articles  often  have  photographs,  diagrams,  and 
sidebars? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  59. 

"Oh  So  Silent" 


The  second  article  you  will  read  is  "Oh  So  Silent," 
a first-hand  account  of  an  avalanche  incident  by 
Wayne  Grams  and  his  wife  Sandy  Wishart.  The 
couple  live  in  Canmore,  Alberta,  and  work  for 
Kananaskis  Country. 


3.  Turn  to  pages  180  to  182  of  Crossroads  7 and  read  the  magazine  article. 

Then  answer  the  following  questions. 

a.  Respond  to  question  1 .c.  on  page  183  of  Crossroads  7. 

b.  Notice  the  pull  quotes  on  pages  181  and  182  of  Crossroads  7.  Why  do 
many  magazine  articles  use  pull  quotes? 

c.  “Oh  So  Silent”  is  told  from  the  points  of  view  of  both  the  rescuer  and 
the  victim.  Is  this  a more-effective  way  of  recounting  events  than  having 
only  one  point  of  view?  Why? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  59. 

For  more  information  on  avalanches  visit  the  following  website: 

http://archives.cbc.ca/IDD- 1-75-1 483/ science_technology/ avalanches/ 


Portfolio  Item  5H 

Make  a poster  giving  tips  for  minimizing  the  risks  of  getting  caught  in  an 
avalanche. 
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In  this  lesson  you  examined  two  magazine 
articles.  What  makes  a good  magazine  article? 


4.  With  a partner  or  small  group  examine  articles  in  other  magazines.  Then 
brainstorm  a list  of  characteristics  for  a good  magazine  article. 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  60. 


Types  of  Sentences 


Expert  writers  use  a variety  of  sentence 
structures  in  their  writing  to  vary  the 
length  of  sentences  and  to  avoid  having 
all  sentences  sound  the  same.  This 
variation  helps  keep  readers  interested 


Turn  to  pages  71  and  72  of  the  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  and  read 
“Types  of  Sentences.” 
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5.  Identify  each  of  the  following  sentences  from  the  articles  “Avalanchel”  and 

“Oh  So  Silent”  as  a simple  sentence,  a compound  sentence,  a complex 

sentence,  or  a compound-complex  sentence. 

a.  Paul  Norrie  is  a professional  ski  guide  based  in  Banff 

b.  If  you’re  unburied,  you’ll  have  to  rescue  the  victims. 

c.  He  was  wearing  a transceiver  and  carrying  a shovel. 

d.  Finally,  his  right  arm  and  right  leg  were  free  and  the  snow  released  its 
cement-like  grip. 

e.  He  was  completely  covered  with  snow. 

f.  I had  been  this  way  several  times  before,  but  never  had  I seen  the  slope 
entirely  snow-covered. 

g.  As  I tried  to  make  the  hole  bigger,  Wayne  struggled  periodically  to  try  to 
move,  but  his  right  side  was  still  pinned. 

h.  When  the  avalanche  hit,  he  wasn’t  even  snowboarding. 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  60. 

Look  back  over  your  own  writing.  Have  you  used  a variety  of  sentences  in  your 
writing?  Are  there  places  where  you  could  have  used  more  sentence  types? 


^ 

Go  to  page  4 of  Assignment  Booklet  5B  and  respond  to 

questions  4 and  5 of  Section  2. 

1 — 

j 

In  this  lesson  you  examined  two  magazine  articles 
and  you  listed  the  characteristics  of  effective 
magazine  articles.  You  also  considered  the 
importance  of  using  a variety  of  sentence  types. 
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Glossary 

pull  quote:  a sentence  or  part  of  a 

sentence  that  is  taken  from  the  text 
of  a magazine  article,  enlarged,  and 
treated  as  a graphic 

Suggested  Responses 

1 . Explore  Magazine  is  a Canadian  magazine  that  deals  with  outdoor  topics  such  as  hiking  and 
canoeing. 

2.  a.  Following  are  the  two  mistakes  that  Josh  made: 

• He  was  unaware  that  recent  snow  had  made  conditions  worse  than  the  avalanche 
hazard  signs  indicated. 

• He  was  alone  when  the  avalanche  hit. 

Following  are  the  things  that  Josh  did  right: 

• He  had  taken  avalanche  courses. 

• He  wore  a transceiver  and  carried  a shovel. 

b.  The  diagram  on  page  178  of  Crossroads  7 illustrates  good,  poor,  and  cautious  ascent 
routes  in  avalanche  terrain. 

c.  The  sidebar  on  page  179  of  Crossroads  7 gives  Canadian  avalanche  accident  statistics. 

d.  Magazine  articles  often  have  photographs,  diagrams,  and  sidebars  to  provide  additional 
information  and  attract  the  attention  of  readers. 

3.  a.  “Oh  So  Silent”  is  an  appropriate  title  because  both  the  victim  and  rescuer  describe  the 

mountain  as  silent  and  serene  after  the  avalanche. 

b.  Magazines  use  pull  quotes  to  draw  the  attention  of  readers  to  important  points  in  an 
article. 

c.  Yes,  having  the  story  told  from  the  points  of  view  of  both  the  victim  and  the  rescuer  is 
very  effective.  From  Wayne’s  account  readers  discover  how  it  feels  to  be  caught  in  an 
avalanche  and  ways  to  survive  an  avalanche.  From  Sandy’s  account  readers  learn  how  to 
rescue  someone  caught  in  an  avalanche. 
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4.  Following  are  some  of  the  characteristics  of  a good  magazine  article: 


• The  article  has  an  effective  title  that  catches  the  reader’s  attention. 

• The  title  gives  readers  some  idea  of  what  the  article  will  be  about. 

• The  lead  of  an  article  makes  the  reader  want  to  keep  reading. 

• Important  ideas  are  clearly  stated  and  supported  by  details  and  examples. 

• Ideas  are  presented  in  an  interesting  way. 

• The  writing  is  clear  and  informative. 

• The  tone  of  the  article  suits  the  subject  matter. 

• The  graphics  and  layout  of  the  article  make  the  article  inviting  and  easier  to  read. 

• The  article  has  a strong  ending. 

5.  a.  simple  sentence 

Paul  Norrie  is  a professional  ski  guide  based  in  Banff 


subject  verb 

b.  complex  sentence 
subordinating  conjunction 

I 

If  you’re  unburied,  you’ll  have  to  rescue  the  victims, 
dependent  clause  independent  clause 

c.  simple  sentence 

He  was  wearing  a transceiver  and  carrying  a shovel. 

subject  compound  predicate 

d.  compound  sentence 


coordinating  conjunction 

Finally,  his  right  arm  and  right  leg  were  free  and  the  snow  released  its  cement-like  grip. 

i I 

independent  clause  independent  clause 


e.  simple  sentence 


He  was  completely  covered  with  snow, 
subject  verb 
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f.  compound  sentence 


coordinating  conjunction 


I had  been  this  way  several  times  before,  but  never  had  I seen  the  slope  entirely 


snow-covered. 


independent  clause 


independent  clause 


g.  compound-complex  sentence 


coordinating  conjunction 


subordinating  conjunction 


As  I tried  to  make  the  hole  bigger.  Wayne  struggled  periodically  to  try  to  move,  but 


dependent  clause 


independent  clause 


his  right  side  was  still  pinned. 

I 

independent  clause 
h.  complex  sentence 

subordinating  conjunction 


When  the  avalanche  hit,  he  wasn't  even  snowboarding. 


dependent  clause 


independent  clause 
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In  this  section  you  explored 
media  reports  of  disasters.  You 
examined  newspaper  articles, 
television  newscasts,  and 
magazine  articles  about  disasters. 
In  doing  so  you  learned  more 
about  print  and  electronic  media. 

This  section  helped  you  to 
become  both  a critical  thinker 
and  a creative  producer  of  media 
reports  and  articles.  The  section 
also  encouraged  you  to  reflect 
on  recent  disasters  and  the 
challenges  facing  journalists  and 
photo]  ournalists. 

Would  you  like  to  pursue  a 
career  in  the  media? 


English  Language  Arts  7:  Module  5 


In  this  module  you  looked  at  disasters.  You  discovered  that  a disaster  is  any 
large-scale,  traumatic  incident  involving  great  loss  and  misfortune.  Disasters 
can  be  divided  into  two  categories — natural  disasters  and  human-made 
disasters.  Natural  disasters  include  floods,  hurricanes,  tornadoes,  earthquakes, 
and  drought.  Human-made  disasters  include  plane  or  train  crashes,  shipwrecks, 
and  oil  or  chemical  spills. 

In  Section  1 you  considered  films,  songs,  and  poems  about  disasters. 

In  Section  2 you  investigated  media  reports  of  disasters.  As  you  worked  on  the 
theme  of  disasters,  you  improved  your  language  arts  skills. 
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Go  to  page  7 of  Assignment  Booklet  5B  and  complete 

the  Final  Module  Assignment. 
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